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Abstract: The ancient Babylonian lunisolar calendar was based on the phases of the moon and the movement of the sun.
It was adapted to the needs of agriculture and ritual and thus established a temporal framework for the functioning of
society. This paper explores the profound interplay between the calendar and royal authority in ancient Babylonia,
aiming to reveal the interactive logic underlying the construction of temporal order and state governance in ancient
societies. Drawing on primary sources such as clay tablets from Mesopotamia and creation epics, this study examines
how kings established themselves as dominant figures within the temporal order. They did so by naming years after their
achievements, by independently determining intercalary months to manage public finances, and by enforcing the
calendar in conquered territories. In this way, they demonstrated royal authority and coordinated administration. Royal
authority was nevertheless subject to checks and balances imposed by religious taboos concerning auspicious and
inauspicious days, local traditions, and popular practices of chronology. Consequently, the interaction between the
calendar and royal authority not only embodies the ancient state’s construction of temporal order but also reflects the
complex relationships among diverse forces in social governance. The calendar was not merely an astronomical or
agricultural tool. Rather, it served as a core instrument for constructing royal legitimacy and exercising social

governance.
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