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"Communicative City" Perspective on the Generative Mechanisms of Sports

Space Mediatization: A Case Study of Dongguan as a "'Basketball City"

ZHANG Huiwen!, WU Yun?, ZHANG Zhaoxia?
! Dongguan City University, Dongguan , Guangdong, China,? Dongguan Radio and Television Station,Dongguan ,
Guangdong, China;’Dongguan Daily, Dongguan , Guangdong, China

Abstract:In response to the prevailing infrastructure-oriented tendency in "Communicative City" research that
emphasizes "connectivity over communication," this study reasserts the value of cities as public spaces for dialogue and
identity construction among diverse groups. Taking Dongguan—a "National Basketball City" —as a case study, this
paper examines its rich basketball spatial network, ranging from professional arenas to "Cun BA" (village basketball)
tournaments, and investigates the full-chain mechanisms through which participatory video practices translate on-site
experiences into urban narratives. The study proposes a mechanistic chain of "spatial embedding -  practical
organization — narrative translation — emotional co-construction." It finds that the mediatization of sports space is a
process of continuous coupling among physical space, participatory practices, and media narratives. Individual life
experiences and narratives transform basketball spaces into emotional interfaces, facilitating a substantive shift from
"resource density" to "communicative density." Urban renewal should transcend a singular economic logic and move
toward an inclusive approach centered on the "reproduction of memory," offering important insights for sustaining
cultural continuity and shaping a communicative urban identity amid development.

Keywords:Communicative City; sports space; spatial media; mediatization
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