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Continuous strings and songs: the aesthetic connotations and cultural
transformation of the 'Qin' imagery in Chinese literature
Zhou Chen
Guangxi Minzu University , Nanning Guangxi, 530000, China

Abstract: In the long history of Chinese literature, the "qin" has long surpassed its mere physical attribute as a musical
instrument, evolving into an important literary symbol that embodies the sentiments of literati, social ethics, and even
philosophical reflection. This has led to the cultural tradition of "entering literature through the qin and interpreting the
qin through literature." The formation and evolution of the "qin" imagery in literature have always been closely linked to
the cultural context of various historical periods and the spiritual pursuits of scholars. Reviewing existing research and
exploring the literary significance of the qin imagery from the perspective of cultural symbols is of great importance for
understanding its aesthetic connotations and cultural transformations.
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