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Practical Exploration and Historical Experience of Witch Doctor Transformation
in the Shaan-Gan-Ning Border Region during the War

of Resistance Against Japan

Huang Yu
(School of Marxism, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an, China)

Abstract:During the War of Resistance Against Japan, the Shaan-Gan-Ning Border Region, under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China, conducted a series of practical explorations to address the issue of witch doctors, which
posed a threat to public health. Evolving from initial suppression to a policy of "combining prohibition with
construction," the Border Region implemented measures such as cultural propaganda, establishment of a healthcare
system, and role model guidance. These efforts achieved outcomes including eradicating superstitious beliefs among the
masses, building an alternative medical network, and mobilizing public participation in health initiatives. This work not
only contributed to the formation of a rudimentary grassroots healthcare system in the Border Region but also facilitated
a transformation in public mindset and enhanced the region's social governance capacity. The experience of the
Shaan-Gan-Ning Border Region demonstrates the governance wisdom of the Communist Party of China in basing its
actions on national conditions and seeking truth from facts, offering historical insights for building healthy rural
communities in the new era.

Keywords:Shaan-Gan-Ning Border Region; transformation of witch doctors; healthcare; social governance
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