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The Portrayal of the South Seas people and the Cross-ethnic Narrative in
Li Zishu's Novels under the Global South’s Turn

Chen Kuang
College of Chinese& ASEAN Arts, Chengdu university, Chengdu, Sichuan

Abstract: Li Zishu is a representative writer who has led the transformation of Malaysian-Chinese literature from
"floating" to "local". This article, with the theory perspective of the Global South shift, focuses on "The Ordinary Place"
and also includes other works such as "The Era of Farewells", to examine her portrayal of the South Asian people and her
cross-ethnic narrative. Li Zishu uses the non-visual perception of the blind woman Yinxia as the narrative method,
removing ethnic labels and visual centrism, gathering the three major ethnic groups of Chinese, Malay, and Indian
around the urban daily life of the tin capital. With a detailed description style, she presents the spatial politics and local
sense in the rise and fall of the tin capital; her creative work has completed a thematic shift from avant-garde trauma
writing, national allegory to cross-ethnic daily coexistence. It not only deconstructs the center-periphery order but also
rewrites the "rainforest violence" narrative pattern of Malaysian-Chinese literature. In the global South literary coordinate
system, this "flowing but not vulgar" picture of people responds to the magical tradition of Latin America with charm
culture, contributes a literary sample of local knowledge through micro-level detailed depictions of food, festivals, and
beliefs in ghosts and gods, and provides decentralized enlightenment for the research of Chinese-language literature and

the construction of global South discourse.
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