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Abstract: English textbooks serve as the material medium for curriculum implementation and English instruction; they
are a true reflection of the level of development in the English discipline and a fundamental means of achieving the
discipline’s educational objectives. During the Republic of China period, against a backdrop of social turmoil, junior high
school English textbooks in China underwent a process of development from nothing to something, beginning with the
introduction of original-edition textbooks, followed by the initiation of textbooks compiled by individual schools, the
emergence of nationally standardized textbooks, and the flourishing development of privately compiled textbooks. This
paper adopts a research approach combining systematic analysis with in-depth examination of key areas, employing
vertical analysis to organize, analyze, compare, and summarize junior high school English textbooks from the Republican
period, thereby providing historical insights for the reform of contemporary junior high school English textbooks in
China.
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