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The Changes in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Missionaries' Understanding of the
City of Guangzhou—Centered on the "Description of city of Canton" in The

Chinese Repository

Yujie Cui
Center for Historical Geographical Studies, Jinan university, Guang Zhou, China

Abstract: From 1757 to the signing of the Treaty of Nanking in 1842, during the period of the single-port trade system,
Guangzhou was the only port through which the Qing dynasty conducted foreign exchanges. For Westerners, to
understand Guangzhou was to understand China. The Chinese Repository was an important foreign-oriented newspaper
founded in China in the first half of the nineteenth century by the American missionary Elijah Coleman Bridgman, with
the aim of introducing China. Among its contents, the "Description of city of Canton" written by Bridgman himself gave
a detailed account of the history and contemporary condition of the city of Guangzhou, displayed the changes in
missionaries' understanding of and attitudes toward the city of Guangzhou in the mid-nineteenth century, and reflected
the urgent desire of the West, as represented by missionaries, to open the Chinese market, spread religious ideas, and
thereby change China's existing condition.

Keywords: Missionaries; Elijah Coleman Bridgman; Guangzhou; The Chinese Repository
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