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Research on the mural “Xuanwu” in the tomb of Han Xiu in the Tang Dynasty

Wang Mengting
Shaanxi Normal University, Shaanxi, Xi'an, China

Abstract: The mural paintings in Tang Dynasty tombs represent the heyday of ancient Chinese mural art. The
mural paintings in the tomb of Han Xiu, urgently excavated in 2014, are well-preserved and hold significant value
in art history. This paper focuses on the "Xuanwu Image" from the tomb of Han Xiu, comparing its form with those
of multiple tomb mural paintings of the same period, and exploring the sources of the paint and its cultural function.
The "Xuanwu Image" from the tomb of Han Xiu not only represents the stylization of the four divine images in the
Tang Dynasty but also carries the development trajectory of the Xuanwu image and the ideological connotation of
the fusion of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism during the Tang Dynasty's heyday. It reflects the funeral
concepts and color aesthetic system of the upper-class society in the Tang Dynasty.
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