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From Deconstruction to Reconstruction:

Morphological Construction of the Design Style of Qing Court Thrones

Zhi-Jun Cai
Department of Design, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract: The throne, as a microcosm of Qing Dynasty culture, embodies rich historical information and aesthetic
characteristics. However, existing research on Qing-style furniture primarily focuses on everyday furniture, with
systematic analyses of thrones remaining relatively scarce. To address this gap, this study introduces a morphological
analysis method, employing five steps: material database creation, morphological deconstruction, process rule
formulation, reverse verification, and style reconstruction. This framework systematically establishes the design
principles of Qing court thrones and achieves their morphological reconstruction. The Qing court throne is centered on a
square-based form while incorporating moderate curves, thereby achieving a visual balance of solemnity and elegance. It
serves as a significant source of inspiration for modern furniture design language. Adhering to a symmetrical structural
configuration, the throne extensively utilizes classic elements of Ming and Qing furniture, thereby highlighting the
profound pursuit of formal aesthetics in traditional Chinese craftsmanship. This research not only deepens the
understanding of the throne's design language but also offers new perspectives for the continuation and innovation of
traditional furniture in contemporary design.

Keywords: Morphological analysis; Formal language; Chinese style; Inheritance; Aesthetics
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