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Why Did the Republic Falter? Political Mobilization from the 1911 Revolution to
the Second Revolution
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Abstract: The Revolution of 1911 and the Second Revolution of 1913 both used armed uprisings and provincial
independence, yet ended differently. Why could the coalition that overthrew the Qing not be mobilized again against
Yuan Shikai? Examining commercial associations, provincial military politics and diplomatic records, this article argues
that opposition to the Qing briefly united disparate local actors in 1911. In 1913, merchants increasingly prioritized
stability, provincial leaders disagreed over resistance, and foreign powers acted according to their own interests. The
contrast marks a change in the conditions of political mobilization rather than the disappearance of republican aspirations.
The Second Revolution exposed the difficulty of transforming an anti-dynastic coalition into institutions able to manage
conflict within a republic.
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