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A Further Exploration of Wu Yan’ s Records of Leisurely Living

Chen Junkun
College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China

Abstract: Records of Leisurely Living is a collection of notes written by the Yuan Dynasty seal engraver Wu Yan
and holds significant historical value for the study of Yuan Dynasty society and culture. The original manuscript
has long been lost; the earliest extant copy is a transcription by Sun Daoming from the 18th year of the Zhizheng
era of the Yuan Dynasty. Although a forged work titled Random Compilations from Leisure appeared during the
Ming Dynasty under a false authorship, the book’s transmission history has generally been well-documented. Its
transmission during the Ming and Qing dynasties can be divided into two major lineages: the first is the standalone
edition lineage, which includes the manuscript copy from the Mao family’s Jigu Ge in the late Ming Dynasty, as
well as the manuscript copies from the Yu family’s Dongxiao Xuan and the Wu family’s Xiugu Ting during the
Qianlong era of the Qing Dynasty; the latter two feature varying arrangements of entries and have developed into
distinct branches of their own. The second is the anthology edition system, which originated with its inclusion in
the Siku Quanshu and gave rise to editions such as Xuejin Taoyuan and Wulin Wangzhe Yizhu. Among these, the
woodblock-printed edition by the Wu family’s Zhusu Shanfang filled in the gaps left by the standalone printed
editions. Tracing the lineage of its editions not only offers a glimpse into the early form of the original work but
also provides a basis for tracing the origins of the text and distinguishing genuine from forged versions.

Keywords: Records of Leisurely Living; Wu Yan; versions; manuscripts
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