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Study on Settlement Distribution and Ethnic Interaction in Guzhou

Subprefecture During the Late Qing Dynasty

Yang Yan
College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou , Guangdong, China

Abstract: Guzhou Subprefecture was located in the pivotal area of the upper and middle reaches of the Duliu River.
After its establishment, driven by the gaitu guiliu(replacement of native chieftains with regular officials) policy and the
improvement of water-land transportation, ethnic groups including the Miao, Dong, and Han achieved further interaction
and integration in this region. By the late Qing Dynasty, Guzhou Subprefecture had become a typical region of
settlement spatial construction and ethnic interaction. Based on local gazetteer data, this paper establishes a settlement
information database and examines the spatial distribution and morphological characteristics of settlements in Guzhou
Subprefecture during the late Qing Dynasty. The findings indicate that ethnic groups including the Dong, Miao, Shui,
Yao, and Han exhibited vertical stratification in the elevation distribution of settlements, and nearly half of the
settlements were named after the orientation of mountains and rivers, reflecting differences in spatial cognition across
ethnic groups. The Duliu River waterway and the ancient post road network constituted the regional transportation
framework, while salt transportation and timber trade promoted the formation of a "settlement aggregation along
transportation routes" pattern. Economic exchanges and the construction of market networks, along with cultural
integration and the sharing of religious spaces, further facilitated the deeper integration of ethnic relations. The
continuous deepening of ethnic interaction in Guzhou Subprefecture during the Qing Dynasty laid the spatial and social
foundation for the formation of a pluralistic and integrated ethnic pattern in this region in subsequent periods.
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