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Abstract:The Westernization Movement marked a pivotal stage when China’s modern foreign language education
policies took initial shape, as well as a critical period witnessing the transformation of traditional education toward
modernization. Confronted with intricate diplomatic circumstances after the First Opium War and the developmental
demands of the Westernization Movement, the Qing government gradually established a comprehensive foreign language
education policy system centered on state-run foreign language schools and supplemented by overseas study programs,
guided by the ideology of “Chinese learning as the fundamental structure, Western learning for practical application”.
This paper sorts out the evolutionary context of foreign language education policies in the Westernization Movement
period, analyzes the impacts of multiple factors including politics, economy, ideology and culture on policy formulation,
and summarizes the historical significance and limitations of policy implementation. The explorations in this era laid a
foundation for the evolution of China’s modern foreign language education policies and offer valuable references for

contemporary foreign language education.
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