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Educational Conflicts in the Post- Human Era: A Re- examination of Synchrony and
Asynchrony in Education Based on the Truth About Technology

Xi Yuzhe
Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, China

Abstract: The deep integration of generative artificial intelligence and learning platforms has shifted the operational logic of
education from classroom organisation to platform organisation, transforming synchrony and asynchrony into two distinct
regimes of educational time. Drawing on Ursula Franklin’s distinction between “holistic technologies” and “prescriptive
technologies,” and incorporating posthumanist theoretical resources, this paper examines the generative logic of synchronous
and asynchronous education in the Al era. The study finds that synchronous education sustains educational generation within
shared temporality, whereas asynchronous education increasingly embodies platform-based programmable time. The
underlying conflict is not a choice between the two formats, but rather the tensions between generative time and
programmable time, between educational publicness and individualised services, and between distributed agency and
non- transferable responsibility. Accordingly, this paper proposes the concept of “Temporal Justice of Education,” advocating
for the reconfiguration of synchronous and asynchronous structures according to the nature of educational activities, so as to
rebuild the publicness and generativity of education in the age of artificial intelligence.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Synchronous Education; Asynchronous Education; Posthuman Theory; Educational Time;
Temporal Justice of Education
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