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The Evolution and Trends of Rural Education Research in China since the
Reform and Opening-up
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Abstract: Taking journal articles indexed in CNKI from 1978 to 2025 whose titles contain "xiangcun jiaoyu"
(countryside education) or "nongcun jiaoyu" (rural education) as the research object, this study adopts a dual-dataset
design that uses the full-database literature and the core-journal literature separately, and employs CiteSpace to examine
the research scale, hotspot structure and evolutionary path of the field. The results show that: the annual publication
volume can be divided into five stages, whose turning points are basically consistent with the issuance of national rural
education policies, while the proportion of core-journal articles fell from 48.3% to 33.0%; keyword clusters can be
grouped into four thematic domains, namely value inquiry, institutional supply, urban-rural relations, and poverty
alleviation and revitalization, while children and students rarely enter the topic network; research topics have undergone
three shifts; and in 2019 the number of articles with "xiangcun jiaoyu" in the title exceeded that with "nongcun jiaoyu"
for the first time. Future research should standardize core concepts, strengthen empirical research and promote the
localization of theory.
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