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Learning from the Ancients, Emulating Nature, and Following One’s Heart:
Brush-and-Ink Application and Spiritual Homecoming in Lai Shaoqi’s Mist on

Mount Huangshan

Xuefeng Liu
(Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou, China)
Abstract: This paper takes Mist on Mount Huangshan (1991), a representative landscape painting from Lai Shaoqi’s
later years, as its primary subject. Through visual analysis and a tracing of artistic origins, it explores the artist’s
brush-and-ink practice and spiritual expression situated between tradition and modernity. The study begins with the
author’s exhibition experience, pointing out the stylistic connections and differences between Lai Shaoqi and the early
Qing master Hongren. It then examines Lai’s engagement with and selective absorption of the Xin’an School of Painting
and Huang Binhong’s legacy. The core analysis focuses on the synthesis and innovation in composition, perspective,
texturing methods (cunfa), and dotting techniques within Mist on Mount Huangshan. The paper argues that this work not
only encapsulates Lai Shaoqi’s lifelong artistic achievement but also manifests his creative self-awareness of moving
from “learning from the ancients” and “emulating nature” to ultimately “following his own heart.” In doing so, it elevates

natural scenery into a mental landscape, accomplishing a “spiritual homecoming” rich with cultural significance.
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