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Origins, Core Tenets, and Implications: A Probing Analysis of Mao Zedong's

Ideological Thought during the Anti-Japanese War

—— A Textual Exegesis of On New Democracy

Yuan Chengjie!, Ma Zexuan?

(! School of Marxism, Beijing Jiaotong University, China; *> School of Marxism, Party School of Beijing Municipal
Commiittee of C.P.C, China)

Abstract: On the basis of inheriting Marxist ideological theory, Mao Zedong integrated the experiences of the Chinese
revolution into Marxist theory and thereby Sinicized it, creatively constructing an ideological system with distinctive
Chinese characteristics. As a pivotal work of Mao Zedong during the Anti-Japanese War period, On New
Democracy contains a relatively comprehensive presentation of his theories concerning the "new culture" and marks the
initial formation of Mao Zedong's ideological thought. The rich ideological contents embodied in this work—including
perspectives on the essence of ideology, ideological leadership, the construction of an ideological discourse system, and
the functions of ideology—constitute an innovative ideological theory rooted in the practice of the Chinese revolution.
This theory not only provides a theoretical foundation for building the system of social sciences with Chinese

characteristics but also demonstrates the trans-temporal ideological vitality and practical value of Mao Zedong Thought.

Keywords: The Chinese War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression (1931-1945);Mao Zedong;Ideological
Theory;On New Democracy
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