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A Study on the Textual History and Collation of Youxian Guchui
Hao Tingting, Liang Xianyuan
(Jinan University, Guangdong, Guangzhou, China)

Abstract: Youxian Guchui, a collection of anecdotal notes compiled by Zhang Gu of the late Tang dynasty, has long
been beset by conflicting records in successive bibliographies regarding its authorship and content. The recent excavation
of Zhang Gu’s tomb epitaph provides crucial clues for reconstructing his biography. Extant editions are predominantly
preserved in Ming and Qing collectanea, with their contents mainly comprising anecdotes from the court and countryside
of the mid- to late Tang. Historical accounts diverge on the book’s author, its thematic scope, and the number of entries.

Through combined textual and epigraphic research, it is confirmed that the author of the extant Youxian Guchui is Zhang

Gu of the Tang. The recorded subject matter covers a broad chronological span, not confined solely to the reign of

Emperor Xuanzong of Tang as earlier bibliographies assert. The book’s entries underwent alterations after the Song
dynasty, which caused inconsistencies in catalogue descriptions; correspondingly, the Ming — Qing collectanea
perpetuated divergent schemes of entry division and tallies. Finally, a comprehensive review delineates the diachronic
textual transmission of this work and evaluates its value as historical source material.

Keywords: Youxian Guchui; Zhang Gu; Late Tang; Tomb epitaph
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