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An Exploration of the Evolution of the Calligraphic Style of the
Liqi Stele in the Qing Dynasty

LI Anni
School of Literature and Communication, Quanzhou Normal University, Quanzhou, Fujian, China
Abstract: The Ligi Stele, a celebrated example of Eastern Han clerical script, is distinguished by its slender yet vigorous
strokes, integration of angular and rounded brushwork, and balance between stability and dynamic tension. With the
flourishing of epigraphic studies and the rise of the Stele School in the Qing dynasty, it became an important model for
calligraphers. In the early Qing, calligraphers focused on exploring its formal principles; by the mid-Qing, attention
shifted toward its epigraphic aesthetics and artistic spirit; and in the late Qing, calligraphers such as He Shaoji and Yang
Xian transformed its brushwork and structure into individualized expressions. This evolution from formal emulation to
spiritual interpretation and creative transformation reflects the development of Qing clerical-script calligraphy from

revivalist study toward individual artistic creation.
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