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Creative Labour and the Free and All-Round Development of Human Beings:

Internal Mechanisms and Realisation Pathways

Li Yu
Heilongjiang University, Harbin, China

Abstract: "Creative labour" is a core category in contemporary Marxist philosophical theory in response to the
development of the digital economy and creative industries. In his Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Marx
put forward the well-known propositions of "alienated labour" and "labour creates beauty." In Capital and his
manuscripts, Marx divided the sphere of human practical activity into the "realm of necessity" and the "realm of
freedom," pointing out that the latter is fundamentally characterised by the possession of freely disposable time, enabling
individuals to engage in scientific research, artistic creation, and the like, so as to achieve free development. Scholars
have noted that creativity constitutes an important foundation of Marx's theory of labour, manifested both in his
revelation of the authentic dimension of labour and in his critique of alienated labour. As a special form of labour, the
process of creative labour does not signify for the labourer a loss of human nature or freedom, but rather an objectifying
activity in which the labourer's self-will is reinfused into the product of labour.

Keywords: Creative Labour; the Free and All-round Development of Human Beings; Marxist Philosophy of Labour;

Realm of Freedom
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