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Transportation in Guishan County during the Ming Dynasty:
A Case Study of Post Stations

ZouYichao
Department of History, Jinan university, Guangzhou, China

Abstract: The post stations in Guishan County during the Ming Dynasty were important transportation infrastructure in
Huizhou Prefecture. After the third year of the Longqing reign (1569), they were restructured from five stations to four
(Xinle, Pingshan, Pingzheng, and Shuidong). They were responsible for receiving officials, transmitting official
documents, and ensuring postal relay services. As a land-and-water transportation hub, they connected Guangzhou
Prefecture, the core region of Guangdong, Chaozhou Prefecture in eastern Guangdong, and even the neighboring Fujian
Province. The post stations in Guishan County operated under a fiscal system of “local self-sufficiency in post-station
silver,” with funds apportioned by Guishan and other counties according to grain quotas, embodying the management
principle of “using the grain of one prefecture to meet the needs of one post station.” At the same time, the post-station
system of Guishan County played a key role in maintaining smooth regional communications and promoting material
transfer and economic development, serving as an important support for the postal relay system in eastern Guangdong

during the Ming Dynasty.
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