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A Textual Research on the "Flying Tiger Army" of Wu Guangliang, the
Commander-in-Chief of the Taiwan Garrison in the Late Qing Dynasty

Fu Shiyun
Department of History, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong , China

Abstract: Wu Guangliang was a celebrated Cantonese general of the late Qing dynasty who eventually rose to the post of
commander-in-chief of the Taiwan garrison. After the Mudan Incident in the thirteenth year of the Tongzhi reign (1874),
he was ordered to cross the strait to Taiwan to take part in the opening of the mountains and the pacification of the
indigenous peoples (Kaishan Fufan), as well as in the anti-Japanese resistance of 1895; the troops under his direct
command were known as the "Flying Tiger Army." The received view, recorded in older local gazetteers, holds that the
Flying Tiger Army was created single-handedly by Wu in the Central Battalion of the Jiangxi garrison (Ganbiao
Zhongying). By collating the Continued Gazetteer of Yingde County, the General Gazetteer of Jiangxi, the Veritable
Records of the Qing, and the memorials of Qiling, Zeng Guofan, Zuo Zongtang and others, this paper re-examines that
conventional account and finds that the name "Flying Tiger Army" had already appeared before Wu formed his own
troops and was closely connected with him. On this basis, the paper clarifies the origin of the name of Wu Guangliang's
"Flying Tiger Army" and the trajectory of its changes, in the hope of redressing the bias in studies of the yongying (local
militia corps) system of the Xianfeng and Tongzhi reigns, which have focused overwhelmingly on the Hunan Army and
the Huai Army while neglecting Cantonese braves (Yueyong) and other regional corps.
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