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Scientific Rationality and Moral Imagination: George Eliot’s Organic Conception

of Society in Her Novels

Huo Shuhuan

Jiangsu University of Technology, Changzhou , China

Abstract: The development of science in the nineteenth century exerted a profound influence on George Eliot” s literary
thought. She incorporated scientific methods, including observation, analysis, and causal reasoning, into her realist
fiction. By situating her characters within complex networks shaped by heredity, environment, family, and social
relationships, Eliot reveals the interdependence between the individual and society. Through such images as the family,
the local community, and the natural landscape, she constructs an organic conception of society and reflects critically on
the social problems caused by industrialization and individualism. Eliot, however, does not succumb to biological
determinism. Instead, she combines scientific rationality with sympathy, imagination, and moral responsibility. This
article argues that the integration of scientific thought, an organic conception of society, and ethical concern constitutes a
defining feature of Eliot” s realist writing and demonstrates her profound reflections on the relationships among the

individual, society, and modernity.
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