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A Study on the Historical Evolution and Future Directions of Policies to Prevent
Dropouts and Ensure School Attendance in Compulsory Education in China

Huang Xuemei
School of Education,South-Central Minzu University ,Wuhan 430074,China

Abstract: On July 28, 2017, the General Office of the State Council issued the "Notice on Further Strengthening
Dropout Prevention and Education Retention to Improve the Consolidation Level of Compulsory Education," marking a
new phase in China's compulsory education dropout prevention efforts—characterized by systematic top-level design,
standardized governance mechanisms, and rigidly defined goals and tasks. This study takes as its core analytical focus
the 22 policy documents released since the issuance of this landmark policy, employing NVivo 12 Plus for coding and
textual analysis to systematically trace the evolution and internal logic of China’s policies on dropout prevention and
education retention. The research finds that since 2017, these policies have undergone a phased evolution characterized
by "baseline protection, quality enhancement, and long-term governance." Looking ahead, we need to deepen the
development of quality and equity, establish collaborative mechanisms involving multiple stakeholders, improve a
comprehensive, high-quality governance system across all stages, strengthen systematic and sustainable support, and
promote a fundamental transformation from "dropout prevention" to "education retention" and ultimately to "quality

education," thereby providing strong support for building a powerful educational nation.

Keywords: basic education; compulsory education; preventing school dropout and ensuring school attendance; school

dropout; educational equity
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