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Analysis of the art symbol of the image of the sacred flame altar in the tomb of

the Northern Zhou Dynasty in Xi'an

Niu Yuxin
Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an, Shaanxi, Xi'an,China

Abstract: This article takes the three typical Sogdian tombs of Anga Tomb, Shijun Tomb and Kangye Tomb in the
Northern Zhou Dynasty in Xi'an as the research object, and focuses on the artistic expression and cultural connotation of
the images of the sacred flame altar in their unearthed burial tools. Through the comparative analysis of the fire altar
shapes, decorative elements and religious symbols in the three tombs, the religious practices and cross-cultural adaptation
strategies of the Sogdian people entering China in the cultural context of the Central Plains are revealed. The study found
that the images of the sacred flames in the tombs of the Sogdians of the Northern Zhou Dynasty not only retained the
core religious connotation of Zoroastrianism, but also integrated the artistic elements of the Central Plains Buddhism and
the burial system, forming an artistic symbol system with unique regional characteristics. The evolution of this symbol
system reflects the "localization" process of religious art in the eastern section of the Silk Road, which provides
important physical evidence for understanding the micro-mechanism of cultural exchanges in ancient Eurasia.

Keywords: zoranism; sacred flame worship; sacred flame altar; art symbol; cross-cultural adaptation
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