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The Tibet Question and the Formation of India’s Narrative of “Chinese
Expansion” (1959-1964)
Xue Ning
Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632, China
Abstract: After 1959, the Tibet question became a central issue in Indian interpretations of changing relations with
China. Indian official documents, Nehru’s speeches, and reports in the Hindustan Times show that the Indian government
acknowledged Chinese sovereignty over Tibet while emphasizing Tibet’s right to autonomy. As concerns over autonomy
and refugees became linked to the security of India’s northern frontier, China’s actions in Tibet were portrayed as
altering the regional status quo. The press employed terms such as “oppression” and “aggression” to frame developments
in Tibet as a broader threat to China’s Asian neighbors. The colonial legacy of viewing Tibet as a buffer, together with
political debates surrounding the Sino-Indian boundary dispute, provided the context for the emergence of the narrative

of “Chinese expansion.”
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