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Technological Nostalgia: Revisiting the CCD Nostalgia Phenomenon on Social

Media Platforms

Zhang Jiaqi
School of Journalism and Communication, Northwest University, Xi 'an, China

Abstract: The rise of the CCD retro style on social platforms is essentially an acceleration of a technological nostalgia
phenomenon in society. This article, by drawing on Boeim's nostalgia typology, points out that the pursuit of CCD by the
youth is not driven by a restorative urge for repair, but rather more reflects reflective nostalgia. At the practical level,
CCD has been endowed with symbolic values such as "millennial aesthetics" and "authenticity", becoming a carrier for
social performances, identity recognition, and interest-based subcultures, and has achieved a material return of old media
from "technological memory" to "memory of technology". The research reveals that there are multiple motivations
behind this craze: emotional buffering in the accelerating era and compensation by slow media, the production and
symbolic consumption of beautiful images on image-based social platforms, the celebrity demonstration effect, and the
technological de-mystification and visual rebellion of young people towards high-definition algorithmic images.
However, the article also calmly examines the potential crises of the CCD retro craze: the bubble of premium prices in
the second-hand market, the gray transaction chain, and the technological aging that may make it a fleeting electronic
waste. On this basis, the article understands CCD practice as a mild stylized resistance and a new form of retro subculture,
reflecting the cultural mentality of contemporary youth seeking differences, reconstructing authenticity and identity
recognition. Finally, this article proposes that a dynamic balance should be sought between technological nostalgia and
media progress, carefully facing the emotional value and consumer incorporation of old technological objects, and
re-establishing the relationship between humans and technology in the tension between nostalgia and innovation,
memory and speed.

Keywords: Technical nostalgia; CCD; Reflective nostalgia
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