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A Study on Betrothal Property in the Yuan Dynasty: Centered on Yuan

Dianzhang

Huang Caiying
Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China

Abstract: The Yuan Dynasty issued and revised a series of laws and regulations to specify the amount of betrothal
property, payment forms and marriage procedures for people of different social ranks and ethnic groups, and formulated
special provisions for son-in-law residence marriages. When marital disputes arose, litigations over betrothal money
mainly fell into two categories: cases where the engagement was settled but the wedding had not taken place, and cases
where the couple had already married. When judging disputes involving betrothal property, judicial authorities in the
Yuan Dynasty followed fixed principles, balancing contractual spirits and diverse ethnic customs, which reflected the
pluralistic characteristics of the Yuan marital laws. As more than merely an economic transaction, the presentation of
betrothal property embodied social order, ethnic policies and ethical norms, and played a vital role in stabilizing the
marital system of the Yuan Dynasty.

Keywords: Yuan Dynasty; Yuan Dianzhang; betrothal property

191



	（暨南大学，广东 广州 510632）

