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On the Ideological Fantasy of Consumerism in Kim Ae-ran's “Cuticle"

Su Chaohui’

! Guangzhou University, Guangzhou, China

Abstract: In the short story "Cuticle", the Korean writer Kim Ae-ran offers a compelling perspective on the process of
discipline among urban women in a capitalist society. According to Louis Althusser's theory of the ideological state
apparatus, it is possible to critically reveal the illusory nature of the ideology of consumerism reproduced in the text and
the inner logic of its mechanism of "interpellation” of the individual. Cuticle reflects the structural social contradictions
that exist within the Korean consumer society and the ideology of consumerism that is used to mask these contradictions.
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