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The Development and Change, Institutional Embedding

and Practice Path of Urban Social Work in China
Ouyang Jiale!
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Abstract: The development of urban social work in China is the result of the joint effect of national governance
transformation and urban social change. Focusing on the "urban domain," this study employs a combination of historical
analysis and institutional analysis to systematically trace the complete trajectory of urban social work from its modern
germination to its contemporary institutionalization. It divides this development into four stages: modern origins and
early practice, stagnation during the planned economy period, restoration and reconstruction with the start of professional
education, and policy-driven rapid institutionalization. The study also analyzes the typical practice forms and operational
mechanisms of each stage. The findings indicate that China's urban social work is distinctly characterized by government
leadership, policy-driven impetus, and embedded development. It has achieved notable results in innovating grassroots
social governance and improving people's livelihood services, yet it also faces challenges such as tensions between
professionalization and administrative demands, and insufficient sustainability. Future efforts should promote sustainable
development through deepening government-society collaboration, strengthening professional autonomy, and expanding

diverse practice scenarios.
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1. 8l

AR I & TARRGR S A€, HRAE TR
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2, ASEBKEEMESEH: NIEFIFIENEE
2.1, ERERE RS (19 H4E3K-1949 £F)
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