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Abstract:Generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) is reshaping digital content production and prompting university
Network and New Media programs to reconsider how discipline-specific learning connects with professional practice.
Drawing on official Chinese internet statistics, a survey of media practitioners, and research on journalism and
communication education, this study uses documentary analysis and a professional task-chain perspective to examine
industry adoption and persistent gaps in university—industry collaboration. The findings suggest that widespread
technological use does not necessarily translate into professional competence. Key challenges include insufficiently
authentic project constraints, weak connections among courses, inadequate verification of Al-generated content, and
inconsistent assessment criteria across universities and industry partners. The paper proposes cross-course projects
guided by real communication needs, student-led human—Al workflows, staged deliverables, and joint evaluation of
professional outcomes. These proposals are research-informed pathways rather than empirically verified gains in student

performance.
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