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Abstract:Cultural meme theory offers a rigorous analytical lens for unpacking the intergenerational transmission
mechanisms and underlying cultural logics of family education. Grounded in the theoretical framework of cultural
evolution and cultural transmission, and situated against the institutional backdrop of the Family Education Promotion
Law of the People’ s Republic of China, this paper systematically traces the historical evolution trajectory of cultural
memes in Chinese family education, and interrogates the inherent tensions and generative mechanisms between
long-standing cultural inheritance and ongoing modern transformation in contemporary family education. The findings
indicate that cultural memes in contemporary Chinese family education present distinct dual characteristics: the enduring
core of traditional virtue ethics remains deeply embedded in family parenting logics, while a utilitarian-driven superficial
alienation has emerged amid intensified educational competition. Social stratification, iterative upgrading of digital
media, and structural transformation of the educational system jointly shape the selective transmission pathways of
cultural memes, which in turn exacerbate the intergenerational reproduction of educational inequality. Building on these
insights, this paper puts forward culturally sensitive governance pathways for family education across four
interconnected dimensions: institutional guarantee, collaborative education, digital empowerment, and equity
compensation. These pathways provide theoretically grounded references and actionable solutions for advancing the
modernization of family education and fulfilling the fundamental task of fostering virtue through education.
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