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Exploring Legal Protection and Tourism Development Pathways for Ancient

Villages in Lingnan Water Towns
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Guangzhou, Guangdong, China.
Abstract: Against the backdrop of rural revitalization and cultural-tourism integration, ancient villages in the Lingnan
water towns have drawn considerable attention for their distinctive natural landscapes and rich cultural heritage.
However, as tourism development accelerates, these villages increasingly face challenges such as
over-commercialization, deterioration of landscape authenticity, and discontinuities in cultural transmission. Taking
Fengjian Village in Foshan City as a case study, this paper investigates the evolutionary drivers and spatial characteristics
of such villages, and explores a synergistic pathway that balances heritage conservation with tourism development. The
core strategy lies in establishing a dual-driven mechanism that combines legal safeguards with community
participation—specifically, by refining local legislation, strengthening planning controls, and adopting innovative
revitalization models—to achieve a dynamic equilibrium between cultural preservation and tourism-led economic growth.
The findings suggest that a rule-of-law-based, detailed, and sustainable conservation framework, coupled with
collaborative multi-stakeholder governance, can foster a win-win outcome for cultural inheritance and economic
development, where law serves as the bottom line, planning as the guide, communities as the principal actors, and market
forces as supplements. This represents a viable pathway toward coordinated conservation and development of ancient
villages in the Lingnan water town region.

Keywords: ancient village; Fengjian Village; legal protection; tourism development; Lingnan water town
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