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Cultural and Creative Design of Bronze-Mirror Motifs at the Jin Shangjing

History Museum from the Perspective of Cultural Translation

Wu siwen
(School of Arts, Heilongjiang University, Heilongjiang, Harbin , China)

Abstract: Against the shift of museum cultural and creative products from object reproduction to cultural experience,
this study examines how traditional motifs can retain historical credibility while entering contemporary life. Taking
bronze-mirror motifs associated with the Jin Shangjing History Museum as the research object, the paper analyzes their
themes, compositional structures, and cultural meanings through literature review, image analysis, and design deduction.
A cultural translation path is proposed, including cultural-resource identification, semantic decoding, visual-gene
extraction, formal reconstruction, scenario adaptation, and feedback optimization. The study argues that motifs such as
paired fish, dragons, narrative scenes, auspicious flowers, and circular borders should not be mechanically copied onto
products. Instead, their core forms, structural relations, and semantic levels should be modularized and adapted to
different media. A visual system centered on the paired-fish motif, supported by dragon and floral patterns, layered
colors, product series, and digital communication, can strengthen regional identity, cultural accuracy, and everyday
usability. The proposed approach provides a practical reference for the contemporary activation of Jin cultural resources
and the systematic development of local museum cultural and creative products.
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