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The Effect of Parental Education Level on English Listening and Speaking

Ability of College Students: An Empirical Study Based on CGSS 2021

Wen-li Yu' Yu-yao Niu*** Yi-nuo Wang?® Pu Ge* Ming-xiao Zhang>Qi-yu Li®
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Abstract:

Objective:To explore the impact of parental education levels on university students' English listening and speaking
abilities.

Methods:Using data from the China General Social Survey 2021, 227 university students were selected. Ordinal
logistic regression was employed, controlling for gender, age, ethnicity, education stage, high school background,
university tier, major category, and family economic status. English listening and speaking levels were separately
analyzed as dependent variables to assess their association with father's and mother's education levels.
Results:Regression analysis showed that father's education level had a significant positive effect on students'
English listening (OR=1.52, P=0.007) and speaking abilities (OR=1.45, P=0.015). The impact of mother's
education level was not statistically significant (listening: P=0.822; speaking: P=0.529). College students' English
listening (OR=0.16, P<0.001) and speaking abilities (OR=0.24, P<0.001) were significantly inferior to
undergraduates.

Conclusion:Higher father's education level significantly enhances university students’ English listening and
speaking abilities, while mother's education level shows no significant impact. Undergraduates outperform college
students in both abilities.

Keywords:Parental education level; English listening and speaking ability; CGSS 2021; University student.
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