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Research on the Economic Transformation Path of Local Intangible Cultural
Heritage from the Perspective of Cultural Capital: A Comparative Analysis
Based on Multiple Cases

Fang Menglin!
" Guangdong Meizhou Vocational and Technical College, Meizhou 514011, Guangdong, China

Abstract: Whether local intangible cultural heritage (ICH) can generate economic benefits has long been judged only at a
holistic level. Taking the Hakka culture in Meizhou as the research context, this paper selects four categories of ICH
items, namely symbolic, performative, spatial and craft-based, for a multi-case comparison within the same region. Data
are collected from government portals, official media and publicly available information on online platforms. The study
finds that the efficiency of economic transformation does not depend on the intrinsic cultural value, but on two
conditions: the degree of mediatizability and scene accessibility. Symbolic ICH boasts the highest mediatizability yet
nearly zero native accessibility; performative ICH has advantages in both dimensions and thus achieves the most stable
transformation; spatial ICH allows public access while its cultural symbols are inseparable from its physical carrier;
craft-based ICH struggles to generate regular operational data. The “Pink Fan Group” case during the Guangdong Super

League 2026 demonstrates that external high-frequency scenarios can compensate for the lack of accessibility of
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symbolic ICH, on the premise that the total online viewership exceeds 100 million. This indicates that communication is

not a promotional step after economic transformation, but a precondition for transformation.

Keywords:cultural capital; intangible cultural heritage; traditional culture; economic transformation; mediatizability
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